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AMA-MX 

Game over for Villopoto... 

After seventeen races in eighteen weeks the AMA 
Supercross series came to a conclusion in Las 
Vegas where more than 39,000 people watched 
Ryan Villopoto win his first title in the class. Drama 
aplenty again as both James Stewart and Kevin 
Windham crashed out of the lead but W kept 
steady to take Kawasaki’s first crown in the disci¬ 
pline since 2007. Photo by Steve Cox 
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MotoGP 


Those Hondas sure can fly... 

Marco Simoncelli has a narrow escape at the 
recent Portuguese Grand Prix. The Italian was 
fast throughout the weekend and looked a strong 
bet for his first MotoGP victory in just his second 
season. This tumble took place in the opening 
moments of the race however, creating a shower 
of gravel. The 24 year old was unhurt but rued his 
second spill in as many events. 

Photo by Monster Energy/Milagro 
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California calling... 

Round three of the FIM Motocross World Cham¬ 
pionship will occur at the hilly and historic Glen 
Helen circuit this weekend. World Champion Tony 
Cairoli ruled the high-speed layout in 2010 (even 
taking a race win with his bike wedged in third 
gear) although will find some alterations to the 
tricky course come Saturday. Some more fans and 
less gale-force winds would also be desirable. 

Photo by Ray Archer 



















































AMA-SX 


LAS VEGAS 

SAM BOYD STADIUM - MAY 7TH 

Supercross winner: Chad Reed, Honda 

SX Lites East/West winner: Ryan Sipes, Yama ha/Ken Roczen, KTM 


VILLOPOTO GRASPS 
GLORY... 


Words and pics by Steve Cox 
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W ith James Stewart’s crash out of the lead 
and then subsequent endo out of third 
place in Salt Lake City allowing Ryan Villopoto 
to win, for the most part, it was over with be¬ 
fore it began in Las Vegas. 

Villopoto won Vegas in 2009 over Chad Reed 
and James Stewart, so we all know he hauls 


butt there, and to win the title - assuming 
Chad Reed won the race - all Villopoto needed 
to do was finish inside the top five. 

However if a couple of things had gone just 
slightly differently in Las Vegas it could’ve 
been Reed’s trophy. 


James Stewart 
begins to go down 
in the whoops 
and takes Kevin 
Windham with him 





Firstly, there were four people who would’ve 
beaten Ryan Villopoto in the main event had 
Stewart and Kevin Windham stayed up, as W 
was running third at the time they went down, 
and both Chad Reed and Ryan Dungey even¬ 
tually passed him. It’s entirely possible that 
Villopoto could’ve finished outside the top five 
with a fall, or even a little bit of a worse start, 


assuming Stewart and Windham stayed up. 
Secondly, Reed was going really fast even if 
he wasn’t quite matching the pace of Wind¬ 
ham and Stewart out front. Still, the Aussie 
picked it up as the race wore on, and it’s not 
beyond the realms of belief to imagine that 
‘22’ would have played a part in the dice for 
the lead. 






So, while it did seem like a foregone conclu¬ 
sion that Villopoto would finish in the top five 
and secure his title, it actually wasn’t. It was a 
lot closer than it looked on paper. It’s just that 
things ended up, on paper, how most people 
predicted. Especially after Salt Lake City. 


And in the Lites classes we knew Justin Barcia 
would clinch the Lites East, needing only 15th 
place or better, but between Eli Tomac and 
Broc Tickle in the Lites West, whoever beat 
the other guy would’ve won the championship, 
providing that both finished in the top five - 
which they did. That race turned out to be one 
of the best of the year. 





Seely does his best 
not to trip up Tickle 


Tomac was essentially in a battle that was 
four-on-one, because it was Tickle’s teammate 
Josh Hansen and Tickle’s personal friends Kyle 
Cunningham and Cole Seely, along with Tickle 
himself, battling with Tomac for positions. And 
Tomac held his own for the entire race. 

The deciding moment came late in the Main 
when he got hung up on Cunningham’s rear 


wheel just long enough to lose drive for a 
double and Tickle jumped past and also beat 
Cunningham into second place. Cunningham 
ended up third and Tomac fourth, and Tickle 
took his first title. 


Vegas isn’t always that exciting - on the track 
at least - but it was this year. 
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A LITTLE LESS 
CONVERSATION... 


T he after-parties in Vegas are so epic. Eve¬ 
rything’s bigger in Vegas. Everything. Bars 
literally never close. Many clubs don’t either. 
And when you get a bunch of motocrossers 
together in a town like that it can be mayhem 
to say the least. 

Saturday night after the race, the Monster En¬ 
ergy/Hart & Huntington party went off at Body 
English, a club inside the Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. It seems every racer was there - at 
least who were old enough to be, as the legal 
drinking age in Nevada is 21 - and they were 
busy letting off steam after 17 rounds of racing 
with only one weekend off. 

So were people like me, although I was shoot¬ 
ing the event for Monster Energy, so I sort of 
had to work too. And that’s not that easy after 
four (or so) Crown & Cokes. Thankfully, Nikon’s 


autofocus is pretty good, even though it was 
way too dark most of the time even for the 
Nikon to get it right. 

Then, there was the end-of-season awards 
banquet Sunday night in The Joint, also in the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. It started with 90 
minutes of open bar, then about a 90-minute 
show. After that, it was about another three 
hours of open bar and music. This let everyone 
cut loose, regardless of budget. 

Sunday morning (for many) and Monday 
morning (for nearly everyone) is likely a blur 
for the American motocross community fol¬ 
lowing the final round of the AMA Supercross 
Championship. Go big or go home, as they say, 
but in this case, it’s more like, “Go big, then 
try to remember where your hotel room is, and 
where you lost your phone and/or car keys.” 
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AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA SUPERCROSS RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Chad Reed, AUS 

Honda 

2 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

Suzuki 

3 

Ryan Villopoto, USA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Chris Blose, USA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Andrew Short, USA 

KTM 


AMA SUPERCROSS 

FINAL STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Villopoto 

338 

2 

Chad Reed 

334 

3 

Ryan Dungey 

328 

4 

James Stewart 

301 

5 

Trey Canard 

255 


AMA SUPERCROSS LITES 

EAST FINAL STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Justin Barcia (Honda) 

205 

2 

Dean Wilson (Kawasaki) 

183 

3 

Ryan Sipes (Yamaha) 

163 

4 

Blake Baggett (Kawasaki) 

159 

5 

Blake Wharton (Honda) 

125 


AMA SUPERCROSS LITES 

WEST FINAL STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Broc Tickle (Kawasaki) 

187 

2 

Eli Tomac (Honda) 

181 

3 

Josh Hansen (Kawasaki) 

162 

4 

Cole Seely (Honda) 

147 

5 

Ryan Morais (Suzuki) 

138 











































NEWS 



CHRIS POURCIEL 
FINDS A RIDE 


N ews came out just after the Salt Lake 
City Supercross that Chris Pourcel found 
a home on the Motoconcepts Yamaha team 
managed by fellow Frenchman David Vuillemin. 
How it went down is that Pourcel rode the Valli 
Motorsports Yamaha and really liked it, and 
when he couldn’t come to terms with other 
teams, including Valli, he sought out Vuillemin 
to see if he could race the Yamahas they have, 
and Vuillemin found a way. 

Pourcel will be on a YZ450F with factory sus¬ 
pension for the Nationals and is busy testing 


for his debut at Hangtown. And I placed a bet 
with Hart & Huntington team manager Kenny 
Watson - a $1000 - that Pourcel will win a 
moto before the halfway point in the series 
because Mr. Watson seemed to have no faith 
in the Frenchman. Of course, he also hasn’t 
seen an AMA National in the last two years, 
during which time Pourcel won 22 of the 48 
motos run. I think he’s going to end up mak¬ 
ing me $1000 richer, and then I’ll donate that 
money somewhere. Anyone know a worthwhile 
charity? 






GLEN HELEN CALLING 


I ’m the official shooter in the USA for mo- 
tocross stuff for Monster Energy and that 
means at the US GP this weekend, I’m sort of 
an official shooter at the event. I think that’s 
awesome, considering the tumultuous relation¬ 
ship I’ve had with Youthstream over the years. 
However, the one thing that looks as though 
it will be missing from the race is the Ameri¬ 
can Monster contingent. When Ryan Villopoto 
was asked why he was sitting out the event he 
told me that he just didn’t have enough test¬ 
ing time under his belt to make it worthwhile 
because he doesn’t want to go out unprepared. 
In the past the issue hasn’t been about prepa¬ 
ration, it’s been about contracts. Villopoto is 
contracted to race the AMA Supercross and 
National Championships, and that’s it. On top 


of that, the Monster Energy Kawasaki team 
itself has a contract with Monster to do exactly 
the same thing. So, in order to justify racing 
the US GP, it seems more likely to me that it’s 
an issue of dollars and cents. It costs a lot of 
money to send a semi, mechanics, racers, etc. 
to any race, much less a one-off race where 
you would need to test and run different fuel, 
different exhaust pipes, and things like this. 
And to do it on the one free weekend you get 
between the end of supercross and the first 
round of the Nationals? Not going to happen. 
The KTM guys are racing, because KTM wants 
them to, but the Monster guys aren’t. And 
that’s a bit of a shame because there is abso¬ 
lutely no one on the planet who goes faster at 
Glen Helen than Ryan Villopoto does. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 




GETTING OUTDOORS 


sually after about a dozen rounds of 
supercross or so, the title is more or less 
decided. One racer has asserted himself out 
front, taken the points, podiums and plaudits 
and it would take something catastrophic to 
change things. 

And it’s usually at about that point that people 
like me, who go to every race on the AMA Mo- 
tocross/Supercross calendar, start looking for¬ 
ward to the AMA Nationals. Even though the 
Nationals take place after seventeen rounds of 
racing have already been run, it’s like a fresh 
start for everyone, including us in the media. 


It turns out - I think - that seventeen rounds 
of supercross just feels like a helluva lot, and 
if you go to all of them, it’s easy to get burnt 
out. It starts to seem like every race is ‘just 
another dirt-bike track in a stadium’. 

Outdoors isn’t like that though. Outdoors, 
every track has a different set of characteris¬ 
tics and its own flavour. 

Unfortunately, for the most part, the dirt is 
almost the same from track to track nowa¬ 
days, but the layouts are completely different. 
Some have good altitude changes and eleva- 



However this year, despite the best attempts 
of three or four individuals at the top of the 
three, there hasn’t been that ‘runaway guy’. Up 
until the week before the season-finale Las Ve¬ 
gas Supercross it was anyone’s game among 
the quartet who have been swapping points 
and positions since the first week of January. 
Salt Lake City blew things up a bit with Ryan 
Villopoto taking a much-needed (for him) win, 
extending his points lead to a massive nine 
with one round left to run. 

But this changes my opinion on something: I 
used to think that the reason we looked for¬ 
ward to the Nationals was because the Su¬ 
percross season had been decided; done-and 
dusted. But that can’t be true because I’ve 
been looking forward to the Nationals for the 
better part of a month or so. 


You can only see so many 
cookie-cutter tracks 

tion, some don’t. Some are more about the 
jumps and sections, while others are more 
natural-terrain tracks and then you throw in 
the weather as the biggest determining factor 
of all, such as the heat we always get in Texas 
(downright dangerous, actually) all the way to 
rain and everything in between. 

Perhaps that’s why I start looking forward to 
the Nationals because you can only see so 
many cookie-cutter tracks before you want 
something where racers can really be inventive 
with their line choices and make passes. 




BWIN GRANDE PREMIO 
DE PORTUGAL 

ESTORIL ■ MAY 1ST 


MotoGP 


MotoGP winner: Dani Pedrosa, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Stefan Bradl, Kalex 
125cc winner: Nico Terol, Aprilia 


By Matthew Roberts 

Photos by Monster Energy/Milagro, 

www.yamahamotogp.com, Honda Pro Images 




































W hilst the chaos and drama of Jerez a 
month ago may have appealed to any 
casual MotoGP fans out there it’s fair to say 
the third round of the season at Estoril was 
one for the purists. There were no amazing 
head-to-head battles to write about - at least 
on the track - but for scholars of style there 


can be few finer sights on two wheels than an 
on-song Dani Pedrosa. 

The Spaniard’s first victory of the season was 
as good as any of the previous twelve in his ca 
reer and it put him level with Max Biaggi and 
Randy Mamola as the most winningest riders 
not to own a premier-class crown. 






Lorenzo had been superb at 
Estoril but even the champion 
had no repsonse to Pedrosa in a 
surprisingly dry affair 



However, now just four points shy of series The weight off his shoulders was, in fact, the 

leader Jorge Lorenzo, Pedrosa is well-placed strength within his shoulders, which stood up 
to reduce that exclusive club back to two again to 28 consecutive laps despite question marks 

and the look of relief on his face after the race over whether the arm numbness he had suf- 

suggested he has the confidence and strength fered in the first two rounds would actually 

to finally break his MotoGP world title duck. have been cured by a procedure to remove the 

titanium plate on his collarbone. 





Rossi is coming back up 
to speed. How long until 
the first Ducati victory? 



That the operation was a success was as much 
of a victory for Pedrosa than Sunday’s stunning 
performance and when I saw him out in Cas- 
cais tucking into peri-peri chicken and chips 
with his team and Alberto Puig on Sunday 
night he looked as relaxed and happy as I’ve 
seen him since his last 250cc World Champi¬ 
onship in 2005. 

‘More than the win I’m happy for my condi¬ 
tion and it seems that my surgery was finally 


successful,’ he had told reporters a couple of 
hours earlier. 1 was trying to raise my arm at 
times as it was cramping with 15 laps to go, 

I was riding behind Jorge and waiting for the 
numbness to come together with the loss of 
power but it didn’t come! I’m just so happy 
to see that the surgery has worked, it’s been 
around six months with this and it’s a big 
relief.' 



Along with relief will no doubt be a steely de¬ 
termination to build on his strongest start to a 
season since 2008, when he relinquished the 
race and championship lead at Sachsenring 
with a crash in the wet. That DNF was fol¬ 
lowed up by a disastrous outing at Brno when 
he qualified fifteenth and finished twelfth as 
the fiasco with the under-performing Michelin 
tyres reached a head. Dani actually walked out 
on a test on the Monday following the Czech 


Grand Prix and had switched to Bridgestone by 
the time the paddock rolled into Misano for the 
next race. 

Injuries have curtailed any potential title chal¬ 
lenge for the past two seasons but if he can 
stay free of problems this time around and 
finish well in the races he can’t win this could 
finally be the little man’s big year. 
















SPAT IS SPOT-ON FOR TV. 


T he front row press conference at Estoril on 
Saturday night was one of those moments 
that you dream of as a television reporter. The 
more Jorge Lorenzo and Marco Simoncelli 
became embroiled in their war of words the 
more oblivious they seemed to become to the 
people around them and inside I couldn’t help 
but plead with them to continue. Far from con¬ 
sidering their argument, I was thinking: This is 
TV gold! Keep it going guys!’ 

As soon as it was over I was straight on the 
phone to our director Rohan Browning, who 
was in our outside broadcast truck putting the 
final touches to the VT pieces we had recorded 
over the course of the weekend, including 
the bizarre sight of Steve Parrish in full rac¬ 
ing leathers and helmet completing a lap of 
Estoril on a push bike... in the rain. Anyway, 
everything was looking good for Sunday’s show 


and had been timed down to the very minute I 
finish my grid walk. 

“Rohan, something brilliant has just happened 
in the press conference and it HAS to go in the 
programme!” I babbled excitedly. He sounded 
apprehensive. A change to the running order 
at this stage and something would have to 
get dropped, possibly meaning hours of work 
down the drain. One look at the tapes and he 
needed no further persuasion. “Mate, that is 
f*cking dynamite!” 

We managed to work it so that the only item 
dropped from our original running order was a 
chat with Toni Elias about his stunning victory 
over Valentino Rossi at Estoril in 2006 and his 
problems adapting to the Honda RC212V this 
season. With all due respect to Toni I’m sure 
you’ll agree it was a small price to pay! 
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bwin GRANDE 
DE PORTUC 


Claims of dirty riding and part- 
fabrication. MotoGP starts to get catty 
and more fascinating 




CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Casey Stoner, AUS 

Honda 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Honda 

5 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Ducati 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 3 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jorge Lorenzo 

065 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

061 

3 

Casey Stoner 

041 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

031 

5 

Nicky Hayden 

030 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Kalex 

2 

Julian Simon, SPA 

Suter 

3 

Yuki Takahashi, JPN 

Moriwaki 

4 

Dominique Aegerter, SUI 

Suter 

5 

Simone Corsi, ITA 

FTR 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 3 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Stefan Bradl 

061 

2 

Andrea lannone 

048 

3 

Simone Corsi 

037 

4 

Thomas Luthi 

036 

5 

Julian Simon 

036 


125cc RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Aprilia 

2 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

Aprilia 

3 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Derbi 

4 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Aprilia 

5 

Jonas Folger, GER 

Aprilia 


125cc CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 3 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Nico Terol 

075 

2 

Sandro Cortese 

050 

3 

Jonas Folger 

042 

4 

Johann Zarco 

042 

5 

Efren Vazquez 

030 






















































NEWS 


I MOTOGP on verge 

OF FRESH BLOOD 


T he news that sixteen teams have applied 
to be on the MotoGP grid next year was 
welcome but should be met with a degree of 
caution. For a start two of those applications 
have already been discarded, meaning fourteen 
teams containing 21 riders go through to the 
next stage, which is to ‘submit comprehensive 
details of their plans for participation’ by Sat¬ 
urday 14 May. 

The key line of the FIM press release, however, 
was this: “Accepted teams will then have until Fri¬ 
day 3 June, the first day of the Catalunya Grand 
Prix, to lodge a security deposit with IRTA.” 

Ah yes, the small matter of stumping up the 
cash. Putting down plans for a MotoGP team 


on paper sounds fun - hell, I wish I’d known 
about it, I could have had a go myself! How¬ 
ever, finding the sponsorship is another mat¬ 
ter and the fact the number T bike is running 
without big stickers on the side this season 
highlights the size of this particular task within 
the current economic climate. 

Thankfully we know one of the applications is 
from the Marc VDS team, bankrolled by a man 
with enough money to buy the entire champi¬ 
onship, whilst the addition of a factory effort 
from Norton should ensure a fatter grid next 
year. With BMW (again) ruling out a MotoGP ef¬ 
fort for the time being at least let’s hope some 
of the other applications are more than just 
fantasy road racing. 










GETTING AHEAD: 2012 
SHAKE-DOWNS BEGIN 


P reparations for the new MotoGP era in 2012 
continue on track as well as on paper. Duca- 
ti tested their lOOOcc GP12 prototype before the 
Estoril race (at Jerez) although this could have 
easily been a well disguised attempt to side¬ 
step 2011 testing regulations by rolling out their 
problematic current chassis with a new engine. 

Honda have no worries about this year’s bike, 
so expect something quite different to hit the 
track in Jerez next month when, interestingly, 
only Dani Pedrosa and Casey Stoner will ride, 
leaving a question mark over the long term fu¬ 
ture of the out-of-contract Andrea Dovizioso. 


Meanwhile Bridgestone made full use of the 
official one-day post-race test at the Estoril 
circuit on Monday, supplying every rider with 
a new front slick and two specs of rear slick - 
in addition to the normal test allocation - with 
a view to the 2012 bikes. 

One of the key areas for development is the 
operating temperature range of the tyres, an 
issue I touched on in these pages a couple of 
weeks ago. Last Sunday both Marco Simon- 
celli and Hector Barbera were caught out by 
a ‘cold’ rear on the first lap whilst Stoner al¬ 
most went the same way. 


EXTRA WORK AT ESTORII 


M arco Simoncelli set the fastest time at the 
one-day test, increasing his frustration at 
‘what might have been’ in the race. The Italian 
had been dominant in free practice at Estoril 
and was on course for pole position until he 
found himself eating a gravel sandwich with 
just a few minutes left of qualifying. 

With only light rain falling overnight the circuit 
was much cleaner and with the extra rubber 
laid during the races on Sunday the lap times 
were boosted accordingly. Simoncelli’s best 


effort was 0.7 seconds under the lap record, 
just ahead of Jorge Lorenzo and Casey Stoner, 
whilst Cal Crutchlow went fourth fastest thanks 
to an impressive lap that was quicker than 
Dani Pedrosa’s best during the race. 

Randy de Puniet and Hector Barbera did not 
ride, the Frenchman still in pain following sur¬ 
gery to remove a screw from his knee and the 
Spaniard suffering back pain after his crash. 
Nobuatsu Aoki took the place of Alvaro Bau¬ 
tista on the Suzuki. 





For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 



| BLOG 


THE THRILL OF TAKING SIDES 


T he all-too-public public spats between Val¬ 
entino Rossi, Casey Stoner, Jorge Lorenzo 
and Marco Simoncelli at Estoril had me think¬ 
ing this week about past rivalries in MotoGP 
and then, by extension, sporting rivalries in 
general and the extra spice they bring to the 
arena. Throughout history major occasions 
have been immortalised not so much by the 
quality of performance but by the personal re¬ 
lationships between the competitors involved. 


The ‘Roman Emperor’ was at it again earlier 
this year, sarcastically slapping Marco Melan- 
dri’s cheek following an incident during prac¬ 
tice at the WSBK round at Silverstone. Those 
two also have history from their MotoGP days: 
Biaggi’s uncle Valerio was once banned from 
the paddock after grabbling Melandri by the 
throat following a similar dispute over track 
etiquette at Assen. 



We know Lorenzo and Simoncelli don’t like 
each other and it is no secret that Rossi is a 
sworn enemy of the former and friend to the 
latter. Lorenzo has an ally in his indifference 
to Rossi in Casey Stoner, who also has plenty 
to say about the antics of Simoncelli. Alvaro 
Bautista, Hector Barbera and Hiroshi Aoyama 
are desperate to settle old 250cc scores at the 
front of the pack whilst you get the impres¬ 
sion Cal Crutchlow cannot wait to ruffle a few 
feathers, not to mention the American honour 
at stake between Ben Spies and Nicky Hayden. 

Colin Edwards, meanwhile, doesn’t see what 
the fuss is about. “It’s not like the old days,” 
the affable Texan grinned on the grid at Esto¬ 
ril. “It used to be a regular old fist fight, now 
they just wanna talk trash!” 

To be fair MotoGP has also seen its fair share 
of fisticuffs, Rossi and Biaggi reverting to the 
Queensbury rules during an ugly scuffle on 
the staircase to the podium following the 2001 
Catalunya Grand Prix. 


We know Lorenzo and 
Simoncelli don’t like 
each other 

It’s unlikely that Biaggi will ever become friends 
with Rossi or Melandri although it is interest¬ 
ing that some sporting enemies eventually do. 
Wayne Rainey and Kevin Schwantz enjoyed one 
of the bitterest feuds known to sport when they 
scrapped for the MotoGP (then 500cc) World 
Championship back in the late 80s and early 
90s. Their indifference was born from some 
hair-raising duels on Superbikes in the mid- 
80s. Their intense rivalry came to a tragic end 
when Rainey was paralysed by a crash at Mis- 
ano in 1993 but they have since become close 
friends, racing karts and regularly appearing at 
events together to discuss a truly golden era in 
the sport’s history. 

If taking sides really does intensify our enjoy¬ 
ment of racing then this could well be an¬ 
other one. 





Feature 


THOUGHT 

PROCESSES... 



Photos by www.yamahamotogp.com, Monster Energy/Milagro, Ray Archer 






A thletes at the top of their sport need to 
perform and that drive to succeed is 
something that can be hard to comprehend. 
When this desire encompasses sacrifice and 
a high degree of risk it becomes even tough¬ 
er to fathom. 

Yamaha Factory Racing’s Ben Spies and CLS 
Kawasaki Monster Energy Pro Circuit’s Ben 


Townley have both won World Champion¬ 
ships and both are part of a small elite group 
dealing with the pressure and mental strain 
of trying to crack the highest spheres of 
motorcycle racing. Here they talk about how 
they motivate themselves, handle their rac¬ 
ing, watch for opponents and operate at the 
level they do... 






The act of ‘getting into’ a session or race 
weekend requires a hefty amount of mental 
commitment... 

Ben Spies: I build into the first practice session. 

I knock off the cobwebs, get to a good speed and 
work a little bit on the bike setting. For the rest 
of the sessions you have to pump yourself up so 
that you aren’t wasting any time. With qualifying 
you have to totally go for it for one lap; you have 
to pretend that someone is chasing you. For the 
race you have to get in that competitive mindset 
and sometimes it is not easy when you have a 
parade lap and a sighting lap and you are think¬ 
ing about saving fuel and shifting at 5000rpm 
and generally going nowhere. From those two 
slow outings on the track the next time you are 
rolling forward is after the lights and you have to 
be going at 100%. 

On the warm-up lap you are thinking about 
what you want to do in the race and your 


game-plan. On the grid, before the lights go 
out, I am taking as many deep breaths as I 
can. You have to be mentally fired-up and get 
the adrenaline going. As soon as the guy walks 
off the track with the flag, the lights go on and 
I click my bike into gear then I say to myself 
‘get your shit together and let’s go’. Forty-five 
minutes at 100%. 

Ben Townley: Getting ‘into’ a race becomes 
part of your nature and something you don’t 
need to think about. It begins during the week 
when you start to visualise the track. When you 
arrive you immerse yourself in the layout and 
the surroundings. Thinking about the circuit 
and doing mental laps is something that I have 
done for years and years. As motocrossers we 
ride a lot and I believe this makes us think a lot 
more about our riding; at least I do. Working on 
the little things during the week such as ele¬ 
ments of your technique through video analysis 









is what helps tune your mind and making the 
whole process more natural. 

In motocross generally speaking there is a lot 
going on in those final moments before the gate 
drops because you are revving the bike and 
other things. You can stand near a start line and 
watch any rider go through different phases or 
routines as they build-up to the gate drop. 

Maintaining focus sometimes is not easy but 
is damn-near essential... 

BS: I’ m not really thinking of other things but 
there are moments in a race where you can 
find yourself relaxing for a few turns and if that 
happens then you have to push again and go 
on the attack. I always try to break the track 
down into three sections and then just keep 
linking them together and thinking of the next 
step. It can be easy to roll-off and lose two- 
tenths of a second if your rhythm gets broken 


and if that happens a couple of times then it’s 
a second you’ve given away. A race is only 45 
minutes and everyone in MotoGP should not 
have a problem going at 100% for that time; it 
shouldn’t be an issue. 

BT: Motocross is a bit different just because 
of the conditions and the ever-changing lines 
and dirt. It is ever-evolving and you have to 
adapt. Thinking ahead definitely helps some¬ 
times but you also have to be thinking about 
what is changing on the track. I have done 
some road racing track days and you do 
need to think ahead because of that incred¬ 
ible speed. In MotoGP it seems like there 
are only certain places that they are going to 
make passes - and there are some guys who 
make special kinds of passes - whereas in 
motocross if you want to drop the hammer 
and make something happen, with contact or 
without, that can happen whenever. 




Reaching a higher state of consciousness is possible... 

BS: You can get to a point where you are not thinking about 
anything and it all comes naturally. There are times when, 
honestly, by mid-race distance you could throw music in my 
ears and I’ll ride the bike the same way I’d been doing. Gear 
changes, braking points, it all happens naturally and when you 
are in the rhythm then I probably wouldn’t even have to hear 
the bike. The bike has to be working well and you have to be 
feeling good but you can get into a state where it is like clock¬ 
work. Sometimes it can happen in periods and can be broken 
if someone overtakes you. The important thing is how quickly 
you can get back into it. If it doesn’t happen, then that’s when 
racing is about damage control. 

BT: I think it is possible, especially on those days when it all 
falls together. It is very seldom. It is like perfection. I have had a 
few moments in my time when I have been totally immersed in 
what I was doing. I think it is about your perception of perfec¬ 
tion really. For me it is ‘flowing’ and when riding feels effortless. 
You can pick up on things around you at certain times like flags 
and fans but you don’t think about things like whether you are 
going to have your eggs sunny side-up the next day. I think that 
you still need to keep your brain stimulated. It is not pivotal 
that the brain is clear but that it is focussed at particular times. 

I can get very aware of what is around me. I can’t speak too 
much about supercross but in that year when I won the cham¬ 
pionship I was in awe most of the time. On the start line I’d get 
a sore neck looking at how high the stadium seating went. You 
have to be totally on top of your game for supercross. I wasn’t 
scared but I was ‘green’ to a lot of things so I had to focus hard. 

When a day has finished it is not necessarily over... 

BS: If it has been a good day then I will think about what I did. 

If it is a bad one then I will try to forget about it. If it is a bad 
day because of something about the bike then I’m thinking 
about how that can be fixed. There are days when you don’t 
ride well and you have to admit it, clear you head and think of 
the next session. When things go right then you try not to think 
too much! 

BT: I analyse for a certain amount of time then get past it. I think 
you have to analyse and work out the little points that made the 
difference on that particular day. You can have trainers, coaches 
and helpers and they do contribute but at the end of the day you 
are the ‘lone wolf’ out there and you have to make the decisions 
and be the best judge of yourself. Leaving the circuit at the end 
of the day is probably the first time that you can let it simmer in 
your brain. 
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On racing’s sleep depriving capabilities... 



BS: You think about the ‘its’ and ‘buts’ and you can always 
critique everything but the truth is that if you could have 
made a pass or whatever in the heat of the moment then 
you would have done it. That’s the way I look at it and 
that’d why I don’t lose any sleep. If something happens 
that is out of your control then this can mess things up. 

BT: A lot of time I can’t sleep after races. I might be the 
adrenaline and like I said I am thinking about the race 
afterwards and taking pieces of information from it; I guess 
that is what experience is about. 


Mind games in racing is not all that it’s cracked up to be... 

BS: I think the media push it a little bit but there are some 
riders that you can completely spin-up just be doing things 
on the track or saying a couple of things. You can break 
someone you know is running a similar pace just by pass¬ 
ing him and then putting together four-five turns perfectly 
and gaining a few bike lengths. I learnt a lot about mind 
games through a period racing in the US. 

A classic example was a few years ago. I was going for 
the AMA title with Matt Mladin at Laguna Seca; whoever 
won the race won the championship. By mid-race we were 
chasing each other and I knew I was stronger. I was hold¬ 
ing behind and I knew that if I passed him he might be 
able to latch-on and it’d be a tougher race. So I intention¬ 
ally dropped back to 0.8-09, almost a second. As soon as 
he got his pit-board saying he was 1.1 I put my head down 
two corners before the end of the next lap so he got the 
signs 0.7 and 0.3 for the next two. When I overtook him I 
kept attacking and attacking and it broke him because I 
won by six seconds when perhaps it should only have been 
two or three. That kinda thing has also happened to me 
and I’ve learnt from it. There are always little bits of mind 
games like that. There are different strategies for different 
races but I am a firm 100% believer in that you gotta do 
what you can do and not worry about anyone else. 

BT: It doesn’t really carry much gain and I doubt I would 
even know if someone was doing it to me. I think it would 
be very difficult to measure any kind of influence you have 
had on someone. There is a different kind of war by creat¬ 
ing auras; a strong, winning ‘icon’ definitely has a presence 
on the track. 
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GET PACKING... 


T he back-to-back Grand Prix events in the 
USA and Brazil will give virtually the en¬ 
tire line-ups of the MX1 and MX2 classes their 
longest overseas world championship trip. 

The teams themselves have had to pack and 
crate enough equipment, spares and fuel to 
get through two events and in varying climates 
and with limited resources often posing some¬ 
thing of a risk; last year in America the Mon¬ 
ster Energy Ricci team faced engine problems 
that meant the crew were scurrying around for 
extra material. 

It is also a costly process. ‘We have packed 
three bikes and two spare engines, suspension 
and around 70 litres of fuel, overall it is almost 


1200kg,’ reveals Rockstar Energy Suzuki World 
MX1 Team Principal Sylvain Geboers, overseer 
of riders Clement Desalle and Steve Ramon. 'It 
is quite a lot of organisation and hassle, and 
the three boxes were sent one week ago but 
we have been doing this long enough to get 
through the logistics without a problem.’ 

At the time of going to press the full-entry list 
for the Monster Energy U.S. Grand Prix was 
still to be released (perhaps with the organ¬ 
iser’s hopes running to the wire of some top 
flight native participation) but with the trek to 
Glen Helen, east of LA, only the third round of 
the series a full compliment of factory squads 
were expected to be on the plane. 





WINNING FEELING 


I ’m writing this Blog sat on a flight out of Lon¬ 
don back home to Barcelona and can’t help 
but feel a degree of sporting anti-climax. 

For the first time since I was seven years old 
(twenty-eight years ago now) my football team 
has actually won something and were crowned 
as winners of the Championship division. We 
will now face the likes of Manchester United, 
Arsenal and Chelsea (‘booo’) next season in 
a return to the Premier league for the first 
time since 1996. I had flown into London and 
joined family at the match in the west of the 
capital for a historic day and the last game of 
the term. The packed ground was awash with 
our colours of white and blue and we’d already 
been confirmed as champions after a campaign 
rooted at the top of the table. 

First off, we lost the match, 2-1. OK, that didn’t 
matter so much as the trophy was waiting in 
the wings. However the overwhelming wave 
of satisfaction and euphoria remained distant; 
replaced instead by an understated feeling of 
contentment. I make around half a dozen games 
in a year due to my address and I realised this 
afternoon that the prolonged grip of tension, 
expectation and disbelief that had remained 
high through the ten-month season was the real 
‘juice’ of the achievement. The old saying about 
‘the path being more important than the desti¬ 
nation’; I don’t think a truer word was spoken. 


pounded his way towards being the first Italian 
MX1 World Champion. David clinched the title 
in an emotional setting of Faenza for his home 
Grand Prix - the last round - and was carried 
on the shoulders of the crowd from the finish 
line to the podium. 

Philippaerts’ trek had been a slow-burner for 
six months and among the joy and celebra¬ 
tion afterwards around the team my favourite 
moment was sharing some champagne with 
Giovanni, Manu and the other mechanics 
away from the crowds and in the privacy of 
the separate practice truck. It had been a long 
and draining year and Faenza was more like an 
exhalation. 

I was also privileged to witness Tony Cairoli’s 
first title for KTM clinched at the 2010 Brazil¬ 
ian Grand Prix. Even the Sicilian himself ad¬ 
mitted that he wished he had won at the next 
race in Holland for more of a ‘victory sensation’ 
to what was a landmark, but the party after¬ 
wards in downtown Campo Grande was suitably 
raucous and involved a large contingent of the 
paddock - the stronger community spirit about 
the GP scene one of the best things about the 
flyaway meetings. Tony had been the best rider 
in 2010 but I’m pretty convinced that there was 
also something of the anti-climax for him so far 
away in Brazil and having won with two rounds 
still to go. 



The feat of accomplishment sometimes cannot 
match the manner or the journey in which it made. 

In 2008 I was working closer than ever with 
the factory Yamaha motocross team and was 
essentially taking care of all the press and 
promo work as David Philippaerts consistently 


Perhaps that old cliche of needing time ‘for it to 
sink in’ is actually oft uttered for good reason. 
With regards to the football, I knew I had waited 
and hoped for too long for something like today 
to come to fruition and maybe the lifting of that 
shiny trophy was merely the symbolic end to a 
memorable phase of life experience. 
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FLINT CHECKS OUT MXGP AND 
CHATS ABOUT TWO WHEELS 


‘The Prodigy’ singer Keith Flint took-in the 
sights and sounds of a busy Dutch motocross 
Grand Prix on Easter Monday and after check¬ 
ing out the trick bikes in the CLS Kawasaki rig 
and the works Monster Energy Yamahas found 
five minutes to sit-down and chat about his 
riding and racing... 

The charismatic singer regularly pulls on a 
lid and also gets onto the track thanks to his 
Visorvision Team Traction Control crew that 
competes in the Hottrax Endurance series at 
tracks like Brands Hatch and Mallory Park in 
the UK. He throws a Suzuki GSXR-1000 Evo 
spec, onto his knee when he can and boasts a 
few piece of silverware... 

Keith, when did the biking bug bite? 

I suppose when I was fourteen or fifteen 
around the fields on old mopeds or thrown- 
together dirt-bikes, stuff like that. I have two 
older brothers and they were into them. From 
a young age I just wanted to be on something 
with an engine. When I was sixteen I could get 
on a moped and passed my test as soon as 
I could at seventeen. I’ve been on bikes ever 
since and didn’t actually pass my car test until 
my early twenties. I was never a fair-weather 
biker...two wheels you know? When you are 
younger its your first bit of freedom. I’ve al¬ 
ways loved them. 

So going racing was the next step...? 

Yeah, in 1998 I was riding John Reynolds [for¬ 
mer British Superbike Champion] superbike 
from the year before. I did a bit of production 
racing with that. Funnily enough I saw Roger 
Marshall at the British Superbikes the other 
day, he was team manager at the time, and I 
used to go out and practice with those guys; 
I’ve been very lucky with some great opportu¬ 
nities. 


Do you actually get time to ride much with 
your schedule? 

I pretty much get out every day. Go for a blast 
if I’m taking the dogs for a walk and I’ll go up 
to the studio on the bike whatever the weather. 

I do Endurance racing with my team Traction 
Control and you get a lot of track time and I 
buzz off those three days at a circuit. It’s awe¬ 
some. 

You talk about the buzz. There is actually 
quite a spiritual side to it all isn’t there? 

That’s a fair point. You have to take enough 
of your brain out to go fast enough but leave 
enough of it in to actually have good control 
over the bike. It is a fine line and there is no 
other thinking involved. It is just you, the bike 
and the circuit. It is then just about finding the 
best line and being committed to every bend. 
There is something violently elegant or grace¬ 
ful about it. It is a contradictory pursuit. 

What’s your take on motocross? 

I made it my mission this year - having been 
to the Isle of Man TT last year - to see as 
much racing as possible, whether it be club 
racing or through to MotoGP. The thing you 
see in most of the paddocks is just how cool 
the guys are, very down-to-earth and really 
passionate about what they do. I’m really 
impressed with this [Grand Prix in Valken- 
swaard]. Up until now the only motocross I 
had seen was local stuff down at our track 
Wakes Colne in Essex, [former British Champi¬ 
onship circuit in east of England] I was really 
surprised to see this huge event and to see 
how big the sport actually is. The speed those 
lads carry across the dirt is amazing and a 
different level to what I had seen before. You 
have to respect them and be in awe of their 
skill and their talent. 


Photos by Monster Energy 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.otormag.com every 
Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue available with a 
brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an address in the 
box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be kept strictly 
confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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